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Quid immerentes hofpites vexas CANIs 


Ignavus adverfum Lupos? 


Quin vue, inanes, ft potes, vertis Minas, 


Et ME REMORSURUM petis? 


Cave, cave; namgue in MALOS, ASPERRIMUS 
PARATA, Tolle, CORNUA. 


- Hor. Ob. 
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Couclufion of the OBSERVATIONS begun in the 
elaf PROMPTER. 


O Ris avght,O0 Gop! on Earth, 
in Sea, or in the divine Athe- 
rial Space, done without thee, 
diftinét and feparate, but the 
ill Praice of vicious Men, led 
by their own Difiractions— 

Tue Words, O Gop! ufed 
Fes in this Place, I obferve with 
leafure, corroborate the Propriety of my firit 


-Emendation, having fubftituted THEM in licu of 


remark’d before, ought to find no Room in a 
Prayer addrefs’d to the Divine Being. 

“ IT is for this fame Reafon, that inftead of (what 
irnmediately comes after) the pompous Enumera- 
tion of oz Earth, in Sea, or in the divine /Ethe- 
rial Space, I chufe, with more Simplicity and be- 
coming Expreffion, to read in the Univerfe , for 
the Univerfe comprehendsall the Divifions of Na- 
ture; and pretends to no Beauty of Stile, but pure 
Matter of Fadt. Bav. 

“ WitHouTt Thee, diftint and feparate; What 
Occafion for this Tautolozy? If ‘tis without thee, 
it muft be diftinct and feparate. Dele, dele. Bav. 
“ T can hardly conficer what follows without 
(huddering. It is not only laying the Axe to the 
very Root of Virtue, but of all Civil Government 
whatever. But THE ILL PRACTICE OF VICIOUS 
MEN, led by THEIR OWN DIsTRACTIONS. 
What is this but thar impious Apothegm of the 
Ancients, that the Vicious ARE MAD. The 
horrid Coniequence is too plain. If the Vicious 
are mad, wv. Punifhment fhould be inflicted? Pu- 
nifh a Map Man! Abfurd! What Difference will 
there be, (it this Notion fpreads) in the Actions 
of the coed and bad Man, it their Lor in the next 


World, is cot to be different? If the one is noe 
to berew.side/, and the other puni/bed, according 
to the Meafure of his good and bad Deeds ? Who 
would deiy !co.felf any Pleafures in this Life, tho’ 


he «omunite Murder, Adultery, and runs through 
the blick Ciralugue of deadly Sins, for the Attain- 
mentof them, when he can fo eafily excufe him- 
felt, by fayinz, ic Was MAD? Why are wicked 
Men panithed io this Life? According to this de- 
tetluble Dodisine, Civil Punifhment is uajuft. I 
Wonder, face be went fo far, he did not likewife 
make fove the AUTHOR of thefe Di/tractions.—- I 
am therefore fcr leaving this quite out, which will 
ferve only (0 inultiply Atheifts and Unbelievers ina 
World, wher: they already fwarm but too much. 
DAV. 

“ Tuine: ciforderly, thou doft form to Order; 
and ibings \:ateful, averfe, avd contrary, are to 
wee araiable and friendly. 


cc 
cc 


“ Tuis is nothing but a Defcriprion of the Poets 
Chaos, which my Readers might not of themfelves 
have found out. 

Nox bene jun&arum, Difcordia fomina rerum. Ov. 


“ T am for Griking out the Words hateful and 
averfe, which are Epithets that can only properly 
be given to animate things, as their Ideas imply 
Paffons The Word contrary, fays enough with- 


* out them. 


“ HavING compofed things, both Good and ILL, 


“ fo into ONE, a3 to frame one ETERNAL REASON 
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of the WHOLE, which depraved Mortals'fly and 
are averfe. 
“ Frre and FaGcGors are the beft Anfwer for 
fuch wicked Principles, GoD COMPOSE THINGS 
1LL ! Hence took rife, thar pernicious Sect, called 
MaNICHEANS, who believed a GooD and Bab 
Principle exifting from Eternity. Infidels may 
talk againft the Myfteries of the Faith, and doubt 
of the Truth of Revelation, from a Disbelief of. 
its confirmatory Miracles. I am fure, ’tis more 
unphilofophical, and requires a greater Portion of 
Faich, to believe Good aad I//] can ever unite bar- 
monioufly, and frame one cternal Reafon of the 
Whole. 
“ OF neceffity therefore we muft leave out, borh 
good and ill, andwe fhall find find a very good Senfe 
emerge ; having coment THINGs, that is, things 
contrary, as bard and foft, moift and dry, hot and 
cold, fo into ONE, @c. Thefe are Contraries: 
but none of them are #//.. To feparate thefe from 
. difcordant Chaos, and reduce them to a mutual 
greement, is a proper Acknowledgment, in a 
Philofopher, of a ivinieshetinan, Bee ; 
“ UNuHappPy in their couftant Defires after the 
Poffeffion of Good.— 
“« Way ae > If it were not for that conftaat 
etfing fome one thing or other, we 
fhould be the moft wretched Creatures living. Ir 
is that Detire implanted in our Minds, that eggs 
us onto fome new Purfuit, and keeps us all our 
Lives in FULL Cuace, that forms the very Hap- 
pinefs of Life. 
“ We mutt therefore, if we would make Senfe of 
this Paflage, inftead of wxhappy, read happy. What 
follows willbe a new Sentence quite. Bav. 
“ NEvER refleding, or attending to the univer fal 
Law of God, when yielding with Mind and W iil, 
they might enjoy an excellent Life. 
“ ‘Tuts in the Mouth of a Chriftian would be infi- 
nitely beautiful — bur, when MEER REASON isto 
find out the wniverfal Lawof God; and Philofo- 
phers pretend to a/certatit,may become impious and 
atheiftical : for as Arguments drawn from awrong 
Principle, tho’ fairly drawn, muft be wrong; fo 
from a falfe Definition of what is God’s uxiverfal 
Law, Errors muft multiply on the Tafidel, and 2 
very wicked, inftead of an excellent Life, might be 
* the 











Inftead of am excellent Life, 
excellent Lives, 


the Cerifequence. 
Grammar will have Us read, 
THEY, being Foo Bav: 

“ Bur regardlefs of what is comely and of worth, 
they eagerly purfue various Ends. 

= Tae Ancients had very high Notions of tlic 
Words, comely, of worth, ge. 

Quod decet, honeftum eft, ¢ quod honeftum eft, 

“* decet. 


“ Tey rung perpetual Changes on them, but like 
Bellsin the Hands of Ringers, NoT INSTRUCTED, 
they made wretched Mufick. A very leartied, and 
very good, Divine, of the Church of England, 
(but very little read by the reft of his Fraternity) 
one Dr. Whichcott, has, in his Sermons, defcanted 
on thefe Words, and given them a Sanction, by 
taking them from the beft Authority. He was a 
well-meaning Man, but too great a Favourer of 
Reafon and moral Philofophy. 
“ HE fays, in oneof his Difcourfes, that ouR Fa- 
CULTIES ARE THE TooLs, WHICH GoD GAVE 
‘Us TO WORK By ; and that the Truth, in our Aj- 
prebenfions, lies, in their Conformity to the Truth 
things. He divides this Truth into Natural 
and moral Philofophy. — And then goes on; and 
here, fays he, we hs ENQUIRE, whether things 
be right or wrong, what are comely, grave, and 
venerable, feemly, of good Report, gc. Now, 
all this would have been much better in the 
Mouth of a Cleanthes, thana Divine. But to re- 
turn — Dr. Conundrum is of Opinion, that what 
follows, they eagerly purfue various Ends, thould 
be totally left out, it being not only (as he exprefles 
himfelf very prettily) a fort of a PREvioUs T’'au- 
TOLOGY, but quite UNsTILAR ; on which Conti- 
deration, he reads in the next Segment of the Prayer 
Contend for Contending. 1 fee a great Beauty in 
the Emendation, ,and therefore come into it. Bav. 
* Some for Glory violently Contending;, others 
waving all Order, apply to Artifice and Gain, 
fome to Remiffnefs, and bodily Pleafures. 
“ Dr. Conundrum’s Reading runs thus. But re- 
gatdlets what is comely, and of worth,| fome for 
Glory violently coNTEND, Gc. The Verb, app/y, 
confirms it. He likewife very judicioufly, in- 
ftead of Artifice and Gain, ion artificial Gain, 
viz. Gain acquired by Artifice, fraudulextly— There 
is no Harm in applying to Gaiz, but to artificial 
Gain; Yea— AV. | 
“ Bur thov, O Bountiful, and ALL-GIVING 
Jove? 
“ Here the Pagan, or Philofopher, is quite ser- 
raffé, by a Blow he gives himfelt. 
“IF Fove is ee a and ALL-GIVING, why 
fhou’d we not ask for soMETHING? I {cori to 
infult over a vanquith’d Foe. Bav. 
“ Wuo darkneft the Clouds and ruleft the Thunder. 
“ Dr. Conundrum, by a Happinets. in ~Criticifm 
peculiar to himfelf, reads,-LiGHTNEsT the Clouds, 
and ROLLEST the Thunder. This Part being de- 
fcriptive, means only Lightnizg and Thunder ; 
Lightning always preceding Thunder, but being 
deferiptive, muft be left out. Bav. 
DEFEND, Man from hateful Ignorance. 
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« Anp give us to fhare that Inceliigence, by which, 


© with Jultice, tou governelt a// taings. 
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* A Philofopher can have nothing but Reafox to 
difcover Truth by. It is incontittent with the 
Prive of Philofophy, to ask for, or confefs a Wang 
of any particular Revelation , {o that this Part of 
the Prayer is the higheft Abfurdity; for Reafon 
is as much a natural Part of the huran Creature, as 
a Limb is of his Body. *Tis that which diftin. 
guifhes Man from the Brute Creation, and is born 
with him. We mutt therefore expunge it. Bay, 
“° THAT being honoured, we may make due Returus 
of Honour. 

“ Tus is fo very impious, that I tremble to com- 
ment upon it. “Tis making a Bargain with the 
Divinity — Hozour me, and I'// honour you.-—- Let 
this Sentence be burnt by the common Hangman. 
Bav. 

“ EvER celebrating thy Works, as becomes mortal 
Man. . 

“ Here we muft take a little more Liberty than 
becomes a Commentator --- but where a Text is 
too full, or not full enough, ic becomesa Neceffit 
to retain, or leave out, as much as will make Sent. 
of the Paflage. 

“ We mutt read, Defend Man from hateful Ig- 
norance, that \V& MAY ever celebrate thy Works, 
gc. Ionorance may pray, but can’t celebrate; 
which Words implies Coxnoifance de Caufe. Bay. 
“ Since to Man or Gods, xo greater Happinefs be- 
longs, than ever juftly to celebrate thy univer{al 
Law. 

“I have already {poke to this in my Comment 
on the Word univerfal Law of God, above. Bav. 


“ Here follows the Prayer, as I have purified it.” 


Prayer of CLEANTHES, correcfed by Bavivs. 
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() GOD! Omnipotent! determining all things 

by ruling Law,! ‘To fupplicate thee is the 
juft Part and Duty of all Mortals; we, and all 
things animate, WHO CRAWL ON EARTH, being 
thy Progeny, sHARING the Refemblance, ONLY 
of thy Image. The involving WoRLDs around 
this Earth, ospey thee. Thou art sheir fure 
Guide, and to thy Guidance zhey fubmit. Thou 
giveit that common Reafon, which moves mixed 
thro’ the whole of things. Nor is aught, O God! 
in the Univerfe done without thee! ‘Things difor- 
derly, thou doft form to Order ; and things con- 
trary are to thee amiable and friendly. Having 
compofed things fo into One, as to form one eter- 
nal Reafon of the whole, which depraved Mortals 
fly and averfe to; happy in their conftant Defires 
after the Poffeffion of Good. Never reflecting, 
or attending to the univerfal Law ot God, when 
yielding with Mind and Will, they might enjoy 
excellent Lives; but regardlefs what is comely, and 
of worth, fome, for Glory, violently contend , 
others, waving all Order, apply to artificial Gain; 
fome to Remiflhefs and bodily Pleafures. But 
thou, O BouNTiFUL and ALL-GIvING Jove, de- 
fend Man from hateful Ignorance, that we may ever 
celebrate thy Works as becomes mortal Man, fince 
to Gods, or Man, no greater Happinefs belongs, 





“ Ir was a pernicious Maxim among the Ancients, 
“ Vice was nothing but Igworance, or Error. Ihave 
“ already fhewn the Impiety of it, in my Comment 
¢ on the i/l Praétice of vicious Men, &c. for which 
“¢ Reafon I fhall pafs to the next. Bav. 

“ Do thou, O Father! diffipate it from before the 
“< Mind. 

“ Tis is downright Repetition, and fhocks the 
Delicacy of the Ear. Dele. Bav. 


** than ever juftly to celebrate thy univerfal Law. 


“ T have left fome Faults ftill in} the Prayer; but 
they are trifling in Comparifon of thofe I have et 


punged. Bay. - 
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